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The vaterfowl depression is on the mend, says the Biological Survey of the 

U. S. 3e;;artnent of Agriculture. &I annual mid-winter inventory just comgieted 

shows that f-or the second consecutive year more wild ducks and geese wint srad in 

the Unit4 States th&i in the previous year. U~J till last year the depletion of 

the waterfowl suq;~ly had contin-Led for many years. 

Observers of the Biological Survey in making this year’s inventory re-oorted 

they saw :learl;i 9 ,XXJ, 000 ducks and geese. This number, according to the Survey, 

probably is not much more than a fourth of the continent Is naterfovul. 

Mallard and pintail increases were largest. Lesser scaups, bla.ck ducks, 

baidpat 2 3, snot-r gee se, and Canada geese also gained. Canvasbacks and redheads, 

fully ;3rotected for the first time last year, also showed an increase. The 1935-36 

inventory shoi!ed th;;ise species had drcreasad further, in contrast to most ;iaterfowl. 

“T’he increase this winter is not as spectacular as last year ‘5, but it shows 

that the Department 1s program is prod-acing results,II says the Survey. tillhi s upward 

trend can be attributed to several factors. More birds returned to breeding grounds 

a year ago as a result of hunting restrictions. There was a good increase of 

young ducks and geese. The Federal refq?e system is showing results. Last fell’s 

hunting regulations also were strict. Sportsmen are giving increasing support to 

t’nn waterfowl restoration program. 
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l’y11ese 5;ratifyir.g gains, hoyle-qer, should not l&ad Sjportshl?;i %O >F-1 iCVd 

that wat~r~oxl have fully recovared. The last tivo mid-ainter inventories shop onl-y 

that the birds are beginning to respond to better treat;xnt. Further im~~rovem~nt 

to bring the birds qo to normal numbers desponds u;~on continued coogcretion in the 

rest orat ion program. 11 

For the invoiltory just completed the entire field personnel of eight 

regional directors of the Bureaux s Division of Game Management surveyed definite 

waterfowl areas by land, water, and air. This group was awented by state game 

Jvardens , state :,\olicc officers, personnel from tile Forest Service and the Soil 

Conservst icn Service, observers frc:n &tat e colleg~~s, voluntetir observers of the 

Survey , and members of various wildlife and snortsmen’s organizations. 

The Biological Survey also used its ‘lnavyft of patrol boats, ;3atrol crel’t of 

state game commissions, boats of the Zureau of Navigation and Steamboat inqection, 

patrol vessels of the Coast Guard, and many privately-owned ;~or;;er boats. JArcraft 

was suo_nlied by the Army Air Corps, the Kaval Air Service, the Coast Guard, a tire 

manufacturing company’, and orivate citizens. One regional director used 18 

aircraft, includin& naval bombing planes, blim~~s, and an autogiro. One observer 

flew 1,700 miles in a navy plane. along the Gulf Coast from Florida nest to the 

mouth of the Sabine >,iver in Lo-JAsiana. Another cant inwd xnstwarci in a Coast Guard 

plane to the mouth of the Bio Grande. Others covered coastal and interior waters 

by boat. Smaller l&;es, ponds, and marshes ivere reached by automobile. Several 

agents of the Survey traveled on sno;;-shoes. All reports were analyzed by the 

i3-ureau1 s biologists in Vashington. 

To ko?n in constant touch with the waterfowl situation the survey also sends 

biologist s and game-management agents to tile principal breeding grounds. This 

territory lies for the most part in the strip of prairie country extending from 

Grsat Bear Lake and the &&enzie Valley in the north to the Dakotas, Itiincesotn and 
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Xebraska. ‘I?iis area produces two-thirds to three-fourths of the mallards, yin- 

tails, redheads, canvasbacks, scaups, cand other game species. The black duck and 

Canada goose are the srincii2sl game species breeding in the eastern aart of the 

mainland. Greenland and eastern Arctic islands produce Atlantic bran-t, snow 

geese, and blue geese. 

Last summer Survey prties found large areas of excellent breeding grounds 

in the Canadian prairie country uninhsbited by waterfowl. On other areas they 

found more birds than in ths previous sum;nclr. Their reports were substantiated 

last fall. Southward migrations showed a general increase. Only the Central 

Flyway made a poor showing. Dro.ught had ap;jarently driven birds to the adjoining 

Mississippi and Pacific ~ly~~a.ys. 

3ureau investi~~ator~ b 2 followed the birds to their wintering grounds, even 

in Mexico. &ain they confirmed rqorts that the decrease had been checked. 

Evidence of increase was noted. 

Vith the mid-winter inventory completed, the. Survey is again m&ing plans 

for summer investigat ions on breeding grounds. 
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